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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

ELECTORAL-SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.,

The PRESIDENT: I have received the
return of & writ for the vacancy in the Met-
ropolitan Province caused by the death of
the Hon. J. Nicholson, showing that James
Gordon Hislop has been duly elected. T
am prepared to swear-in the hon. member.

Hon. J. G. Hislop fook and subseribed
the oath and signed the roll.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1. Lotieries {Control) Aect Amendment.
Introduced by the Chief Seeretary,

2. Administration Act Amendment.
Introduced by Hon. H. V. Picssc.

BILL—FUBLIC TRUSTEE.
Third Reading.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [4.40]: I move—
That the Biil be now read a third time.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [4.41]:
Before the Bill is read a third time, there
is & point I would like the Chief Secrecary
to clear up. I was under the impression
that the appointment of a public trustee
would meet the difficulty that now exists
whereby people in the conniry are unable
to get wills dealt with at the Supreme Court
in the same way as people in the metropoli-
tan area can get them dealt with. I am
given to vnderstand that there is eonsider-
able doubt as to whether the Bill will facil:-
tate country people similarly.

1673

Houn. C. B. Williams: Will not the Bill
to amend the Administration Aect, of which
Mr. Picsse has given notiee, cover thai
point %

Hon. H. SEDDON: This is & Bill to
appoint a public trustee, and I understood
that, amongst other things, it did make pro-
vision to meet the diffienlty I have men-
tioned, It appears to me that this would
come more wilthin the scope of this measurc
than of an amendment to the Administration
Act, but I would like the Chief Secretary
to deal with this aspeet of the appoiniment
of a public trustee,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West—in reply) [+42]: T am
afraid that offhand I shall not be able to
answer the hon. member very fully. The
Bill does provide that clerks of courts and
other persons may be appointed as agents
for the public trustee, and in that way they
would be a very great advantawe to people
in the country, but I do not know of any-
thing in the Bill which would permii of
some of the proceedings that now have to
be dealt witk at the Supreme Court heing
delegated to those particular persons with
authority o act.

Hon. G. Fraser: They could reeeive the
applications,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Seddon
has not given defails of the particular mai-
ters he has in mind.

Hon. H. Seddon: In the metropolitan area
people can go to the Probate Office and pet
matters dealt with by officials of the
Supreme Court.

Hon. G. Fraser: Yes, personal appliea-
tion.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am afraid
that, in many eages, it will still be necessary
for application to be made in Perth vegard-
less of whether a public trustee iz appointed
or not. Those eases would be of such im-
portanee that it would not be possible io
delegate the authority to a clerk of courts
or other person. I am sorry the hon. mem-
bher did not raise the question earlier.

Hon. H. Seddon: I was under the im-
pression that it was dealt with in the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is dealt
with fo the extent I have stated. We have
made provision whereby the clerk of eourts
may, in certain cases, aet as agent for the
punblic trustee.
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Hon. A. Thomson: I think I raised the
same guestion.

The CBIEF SECRETARY: I regret
that 1 eannot offer a hetter explanation, but
the House will recognise that the question
raised by Mr. Seddon is much more im-
portant than the mere appointment of a
clerk of courts as agent for the public
trustee in certain cases.

Hon. W. J. MANN: My, President——

The PRESIDEXNT: Order! The reply
of the Chief Sceretary eloses the debate.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Assembly with amendmenis.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIET SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [1.46] in moving the second
reading said: Before proeeeding to explain
this small Bill, may I take the opportunity
of extending congratulations to the Hon.
Dr. Hislop on his success in the recent by-
election. The hon. memhber is taking the
place of one who for many years played a
very prominent part in the activities of the
Legislative Couneil, and who, with his pro-
fessional knowledge, was frequently found
to be of very great assistance to members in
the course of their deliberalions. T feel
sure that the new member will prove a
worthy successor and I take this opportunity
of extending my congratulations to him.

This Bill may he termed a war-time ex-
pedient, its purpose being to enable the
employment of temporary officers in the
Publie Service for a longer period than five
years without » hreak in service, and at the
same time protect the rights of those per-
manent employees who have enlisted in any
of the various arms of the fighting services.
As the Aect stands at present, any person
employed in the serviee as a temporary
officer, who completes five years’ continuous
service under certain conditions, obtains the
right to permanent employment. Owing to
the large number of enlistments by perman-
ent employces it has been found necessary,
in order to carry on the administration of
the varions departments of the Public Ser-
vice to seek the assistance of outside per-
sonnel in a temporary capacity and to rely
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to a greater extent on the services of tem-
porary employees who have been employed
for a number of years even prior to the
outhreak of hostilities.

It iz considered desirable that these em-
ployees shall continue as temporary officers
to be employed at least for the duration of
the war, without dismissing them before
they have completed a periad of five vears’
continnous service, but at the same time
not to give them any legal rights to per-
manency because they have exceeded the
five-year period, because, to do so would
probably create problems and difficulties on
the rcturn of enlisted officers during and
after the war, Thus, the rights of permanent
employees who have cnlisted will be pro-
tected,

Any officer of the Public Service who
enlists for active service is assured that his
position or an equivalent position will he
available to him on his return to the
State. Consequently, if it be found neces-
sary to cmploy a large number of tempor-
ary employees whose services might extend
beyond a period of five years, after which
they would have a legal right to permanent
appointment, it can well be understood that
the Public Service will, to an extent, be
inflated when hostilities end. The proposal
in the Bill has the support of the Civil
Service Association, the Publie Service Com-
missioner and the temporary employees,
and it is submitted to Parliament for the
necessary approval to overcome what could
develop into a diffieult sitnation for every-
one concerned when enlistees from the ser-
viee return to their ecivil oecupations. 1
move—

That the Bill he now read a seeond time,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committes.

Bill passed through Committee without
dehate, reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—METROFPOLITAN MARKET
ACT AMENDMENT.,

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY {Hon. W. H.
Kitson—Wrest) [4.54] in moving the second
reading said: The purpose of the Bill is to
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amend the Metropolitan Mavrket Aect, which
was passed in 1926 for the purpose of estab-
lishing a public market in the metropolitan
area. The Act preseribes a eertain arca for
and stipulates the practices in relation to
the marketing of produce.

Suhsection 2 of Section 12 provides that
sales by auction—except for the sale of
grain, straw, chaff, hay, ete., on Govern-
ment railway premises—shall take place
only in the metropolitan market, and that
the sale of certain produee by hawkers o
stall keepers shall not take place within a
prescribed distance of the market. A ecr-
tain weakness has become apparent. It has
heen found that there is no power to pre-
vent the ereetion or conduet of markets
where goods may be sold by private treaty
on a commission basis or by agents on a
fixed handling charge. Power is sought by
the Bill to remedy this weakness.

The Bill also seeks ecertain powers re-
garding the wholesale sale of fish. The dan-
zer of markets conducted by private treaty
being opened in opposition to the Metro-
politan Market Trust’s tenants was recog-
nised as early as 1927, a year after the Aet
had been passed, and approaches were mnde
to the Government at that time to amend
Section 12, but it was eonsidered preferable
to defer the matter until experience had
been gained showing how the Act wounld
operate in practice.

{Intil early last year, no netnal diffienlty
was experienced by the trust in this direc-
tion, but then the aunthoritics hecame aware
that certain tenants wcere considering the
non-renewal of their leases of trust prom-
ises with the idea of erecting their own mar-
kets nearby for the selling of goods hy pri-
vate treaty, By this means not only would
such markets compete with other agents in
the trust aren who are required to pay a
rental for the space used by them, hut such
outside markets would be able to take ad-
vantage of the eentralisation of selling in-
terests created by the trust withont any
charge therefor, to the ultimate disadvant-
age of the trust itself,

A company dealing in fish acetually pur-
chased a block of land in Wellington-street
for the purpose of conducting n market by
private treaty, and the secretary of the
irnst was notified that the company did not
intend to renew its lease, which expired in
June, 1941. For a number of reasons
the company has, however, renewed its
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lease for n further three years, mainly be-
cause it was doubtful whether premises
could be crected during war-time by the
date the lease expired. This is a clear in-
dication of the dircetion in which the com-
pany was proposing to act, and it is known
that other eompanies are considering simi-
lar aetion. It is apparent that the weakness
of Section 12 is now being exploited to
such an extent that there is a definite threat
to the trust and its tenants,

The amendments proposed will give the
trust control over all markets in the metro-
politan area where prodmee is sold whole-
sale by private treaty, as well as at present
by auction. Private treaty will include
sales made by agents on commission or by
brokers for a fised charge, except in the
case of certain types of produce, such as
potatoes and onions, the sale of which may
be carried out in the railway yards. Care
has been taken to define “market” and
“agent” so as to avoid interference with
any existing premises at present selling pro-
duce wholesale, or with the activities of
trading concerns where produce is purchased
by a company or person and sold, either
retail or wholesale, in the ordinary course of
business.

The proposal in the Bill dealing with the
control of the sale of fish provides that no
person exeept the original owner may sell
fish wholesale within the metropolitan area
unless such fish has previously been sold
by auction at the mavket. This provision is
deemed necessary owing to the operations
of one or two firms which practically con-
trol the supply of Jarge fish in the metro-
politan arvea. These operations, it is be-
lieved, have resulted in an unnecessary Tise
in the price of fish to consumers.

Speein]l premises have heen built by the
Market Trust for the fish trade. It is
reeognised that beeause of the nature of the
business such premises must be constructed
according to defined hygienic reguirements
and he situated at a reasonable distance from
other businesses and habitations. For some
months the trust has been eaused consider-
able eoncern hy the aetion of certain fish
merchants aimed at preventing the free
operation of marketing by auetion, and the
setting up of & central place in the city
for use as a fish market and distributing
centre.

A practice had developed whereby fish
merchants who had purchased large fish by
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auetion in the metropolitan market had bheen
refused supplies of other lines which could
not he purchased in the markets unless all
fish were bhonght from the firms con-
cerned. That is something of which this
House should take partienlar notice. Since
the outbreak of war, however, the method
adopted by the firm in question has been to
place its consignments of big fish in the met-
ropolitan market, but to stipulate a high re-
serve price, thereby raising the price of such
fish and making a profit for itself but not
for the fishermen. There again we have an-
other method whereby the price of fish to
the consumer can be unduly raised.

The proposal in the Bill will nullify any
such undesirable practices, will give some
protection to the fishing industry and con-
sumers, and will render possible the required
eontrol over the sale of fish through a cen-
tral bygienic market. Besides preventing
doubtful trading methods, it will assist the
Chief Inspector of Fisheries in ensuring that
only mature fish ave sold. The amendment
will not interfere unduly with existing prae-
tices where normal trading methods are fol-
lowed.

A large sum of money has been invested
in the metropolitan market so that produce
can be sold under hygienic and convenient
conditions, the capital invested to date being
£208,108, comprising £65,000 for land pur-
chase, £101,352 from loan funds, £19,000
loan from the Superannuation Board, and
£22,756 from reserves. That is & large sum
of money, but I am assured that the market
has enalled people of the metropolitan area
te have a better service than they had before.
Repayments to the Treasury amount to
£130,458, ecomprising £114,545 interest,
£7,027 sinking fund, and £8,886 profit. 1T
mentioned those figures to give the House
an idea of how important it is that the
Market Trust should he afforded the pro-
teetion it seeks.

From time to time the trust has pro-
vided new buildings and facilities for the
marketing of new products. The erection
of fish markets is one instance, and a more
recent addition has made special provision
for the marketing of eggs. It will be
realised that a valuable asset has heen es-
tablished which is supplying a splendid ser-
vice to the people of this State, and it is
essential that the econtrol sought by this
Bill should be granted. Not only should
the trust possess powers for the adequate
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control of markets themselves, but protec-
tion in the manner provided for in this
Bill should also be afforded to the trust
and its tenants. I move—

That the Biil be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. W. J. Maon, debate
adjourned.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reuding.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Met-
ropolitan) [5.6]: Following the ezam-
rle of the Leader of the House, and with-
out unduly offending against the rules of
debate, may I take this, my first, opportun-
ity of extending a very warm weleome fo
the colleague of Mr, Bolton and myself in
the representation of the Metropolitan Pro-
vince. QOur former experience of a doctor
in the House was a pleasant one for mem-
hers and, I venture to say, a very profitable
one from the point of view of the State. In
his immediate predecessor, the late Hon.
John Nicholson, and in the previous med-
ieal practitioner we had in the House, our
dear old friend the late Dr. Saw, Dr. His-
lop has ideals to inspire him.

Speaking to the second reading of the
Bill o amend the Industrial Arbitration
Act, T ara prepared to accept the assur-
ances of the Minister and of other mem-
hers who have spoken that there are ma-
chinery elanses in the Bill that are desirable
and will make for the smoother working of
the Aect; bnt without any qualification I
want to tell the Minister that I am entirely
opposed to those clauses that are of a
highly controversial character and which
involve the worst class of controversy, that
of a party political pature. Only a few min-
utes ago we passed, without diseussion, a Bill
to suspend the ‘operation of a certain Act
during the period of the war.

Does not the Government realise that this
is n suitable time to suspend any effnrts it
may have in mind to advance some purely
elass legislation? Do Ministers realise the
extremity and the danger that confront this
country at the present time? Do they read
the speeches of the Prime Minister? Do
they think that this is a suitable time to
provoke discord by endeavouring to extend
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privileges to certain classes, those classes
being the ones they rely upon for their
political support? It has been generally
aceepted that during wartime controversial
legislation should be avoided and I venture
to say that in this House and in another
place members who hold political views eon-
trary to those indulged by the Government
of the day have refrained from hostile eriti-
cism, They bhave confined themselves, where
criticism seemed to be pecessary, to criticism
of a constructive character, There has heen
no party political opposition to the views
of the Government. That heing the case,
why should we have trotted ont to us over
and over agein these highly controversial
party political sechemes? Without hesitation
I say that that is not playing the game.

We have in this Bill an alteration of the
definition of “worker,” an alteration which
is intended to extend the operations of the
Arbitration Act to all sections of the com-
munity, There is a specific reference to
domestic servants,

The Chief Secretary: Do you suggest that
is not playing the game?

Hon. C. B. Williams: He has already told
you that,

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I suggest
it is not playing the game to introduce con-
troversial party political matters at the pre-
sent time. I do not suggest it; I affirm it.

Hon. C. B. Williams: So you want us to
send our men oversea and nof try to im-
prove their conditions? We will improve con-
ditions, war or no war!

Hon. 8ir HAL COLEBATCH: I do not
intend to say anything further on this mat-
ter of domestic servants, but point out that
in extending the operation of the Arbitra-
tion Aet to all classes of workers—

Hon. C. B. Williams: It should have
been done before! )

Hon, 8ir HAL COLEBATCH: —very
little consideration has been given to the
possible effect on a great many indnstries.
I am not one of those content to accept
arbitration as the fixed poliey of Australia
with so much confidence that I am prepared
to give it an indefinite extension.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Communists do not
helieve in it at all.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: That is
the position. We have it, but I am not pre-
pared to believe that it has bheen soch a
wonderfully good thing that I am willing to
give it an indefinite eoxtension. We have
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heard about the fixed policies of Aus-
tralia. I do not think these are times
in which it i8 suitable for anybody to
talk about fixed policies. We live in a
world of very changing eircumstances. We
do not know what is going to happen. I
would be prepared to accept and extend
any policy that had proved itself, that had
definilely been shown to be something good,
that would advance our interests. What
are the fixed policies of Avstralia? On
what is the ceonomy of this country based?
To my mind the three leading principles
on whieh the political economy of Australia
has heen based, at all events for upwards
of a third of a century, are these: First of
all, extensive horrowing. I suggest that
altogether apart from the necessary heavy
borrowing for war purposes there has
Leen a very drastic alferation in the con-
ception of what the country ean borrow
since the inanguration of Federation. Be-
fore Federation it was the generally ae-
cepted principte that no State could bor-
row money unless there was a reasonable
assurance that its investment would pay
interest. Latterly that idea has been al-
together nbandoned. Money has been bor-
rowed quite recklessly with very litile re~
gard to whether the work on which it was
expended could pay interest.

Hon. . W. Miles: That has been done
by your (iovernment too.

Hon, Sir HAL COLEBATCH : And wille
stil! less regard as to how it could be re-
paid. The second point

Hon. C. B. Williams: On a point of order,
Myr. President, are we discussing an amend-
ment of the Arbitration Ae¢t or a Loan
Bin?

The PRESIDENT : I take it that the hon.
member will conneet hiz remarks with the
Bill,

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: 1 am
speaking of the Arbitration Court as one of
the essential featnres of the political eeo-
nomy of Australia. I say that that is the
second essential feature. What has been ifs
effect? Its effect has been to ensure higher
wages and fairly generous conditions of em-
ployment—but to those people who are en-
gaged in naturally sheltered or politically
privileged industries and with very liitle re-
gard to the effect such privileges would have
on those industries of the eountry on which
we rely for the major portion of our wealth
prodaetion, and which have to face world-
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wide eompetition. The third principle, if it
can be described as sueh, upen which our
Australian economy has been hased has been
the elimination of all outside eompetition
by tariffs and prohibitions. I do not think
that even Mr. Williams will raise any oh-
jection when I say that we cannot separate
those three considerations. We cannot
separate the tarifi from the principle of
arbitration in Australian. In faet, it has
bheen claimed over and over again by the
TLabour Party that those two factors must
work together and are complementary to
cach other.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Not those in shelt-
ered industries,

Hon, Sir HAT. COLEBATCH: T would
be prepared to aceept and extend the opera-
tions of these partienlar prineiples if I
felt that they were making for the progress,
prosperity and stability of Australia; but
have they done s0? Leaving out of con-
sideration altogether the present extremity
of the war, what is the position? We have
an impoverished countryside. We see cities
blosted with population. There is a tragie
decline in the hirthrate, with a econ-
sequent suspension of increase in popula-
tion. No State is able to afford decent edu-
cational facilities for its children. Many
States are compelled to rely upon the ex-
ploitation of the vices of their people in
order to obtain monev necessary to ecarry
on charitable institutions. How can any-
one pretend that Australia’s economic
policy founded on these three fallacies, as
I term them, has been a success? Has that
policy made for the progress that we shounld
have with & country possessing sueh magni-
ficent resources and, I venture to say, the un-
vivalled personal characteristies of its
people? I say it has not. The poliey has
heen unsuccessful or certainly not so sue-
cessful as to induce me to vote at a time
like the present for the future extension of
that poliey,

I know there has hcen a great deal of
talk about the Australian standard of liv-
ing. T have had some experience of the
standards of living in other eountries whose
natural resources in comparison with popu-
lation are very small compared with our
own. Viewing the position in that light. 1
~ay that in Australia we have not a high
standard of living. We have a high stan-
dard of spending for eertain sections of the
community, but we have not what any rea-
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sonable person would describe as a high
standard of living. I do not suggest any
amendment of the course we have followed
whilst the war is in progress, and a great
many problems are oceupying our minds.
But when hostilities cease, it will he time
to examine this Australian policy of ours to
ascertain whether it is desirable in the
future to extend it or to curtail its appli-
cation, After the war are we, shonld
circumstanees make it possible as at the
moment seems highly improbable, to indulge
in a further orgy of borrowing money so
that we may extend our Australian system
in order to provide still higher wages and
shorter hours for people engaged in eertain
industries, irvespective of what the effect
may be on other industries, with utter dis-
regard of the actual value of the articles
produced by those industries?

Shall we in the future extend our policy
and adopt the methods suggested by the
present Minister for Cusioms in the Federal
(fovernment, who says that his poliey is
Australia first, Australia second and Aus-
tralin third? 1 think it will be necessary
for us when the time comes, to inguire as
to whether we have not been following false
ods in the past, and whether it is not essen-
tial for us to ery a halt, investigate these
matiors and see exaetly how the policy has
operated. We should view the position not
from the standpoint of those engaged in
naturally sheltered industries but from the
standpoint of the inierests of the State as a
whole and of the people generally. We read
this morning that it had been decided that
a vessel is to he constructed for the pur-
pose of investigating the possibililies of
fishing off our shores.

Hon. C. B. Williams: That is because we
have a Labonr Government in charge of the
Commonwealth, not & misture of a Govern-
ment.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Tet Mr
‘Williams be fair! The vessel is to he con-
structed in Western Australia heeause the
State Government—I am not criticising it;
probably it has done the right thing—has
decided to econtribuie n cortain proportion
of the taxpayers’ money in order that the
Western Australian tender, which was
higher than those received from other States,
mighi be aceepted. T do not wish to go into
the details of the matter, but we know there
are many eonsiderations connected with our
indunstrial methods which make the eost of
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production in this State higher than it is
elsewhere in the Commonwealth. Are we
to contemplate extending that poliey? Are
we to extend it to apply to all other indus-
tries?  Are we, by so doing, to make it
more difficult for all our industries to eom-
pete against those operating in the Eastern
States and make the industrial conditions
harder herc than they are elsewhere?

Then again, we hear a good deal about the
establishment of new induostries in Western
Australia. We are all very glad when we
hear that a new industry is to be started.
Let members think for a moment of the
tobaceo indusiry. It was founded by a
foreigner—a man of great enterprise, an
entirely admirable citizen. Noi very long
ago I spent a day in the tobaceo-growing
district, and while there I fonund out two
things. 'The first was that there is not a
single person engaged in the tohaceo indus-
iry who is not a foreigner.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Who is to blame
for that?

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: The few
Britishers who had been engaged in the
venture had withdrawn from the opera-
tions. T found out also that there was
not one of ithose foreizgners who could earry
on for a single season were he subject
to the conditions that prevail in all the pri-
vileged industries throughout Australia. Let
us pause for a moment. T do not ask mem-
bers to retrogress in our indusirial legisla-
tion bot merely to refrain from taking any
further step forward; at any rate, not until
we analyse the position as it stands. Unless
we do so, and if it is siill songht to extend
these increased advantages to all workers,
1, for my part, am not prepared to do so.

Take the position of our gold mines.
Today they are threatened with the neces-
sity of eclosing down largely hecause
of the internment of a econsiderable num-
ber of Ttalian workmen. We find, too, in
our cifies and 1o a far greater cxtent in
Metbourne and Sydney, the great metro-
politan centres of the Commonwealth, that
nearly every fruit shop is run by a foreigner.
We have to ask ourselves where this is
leading. T have not one word to say against
these foreigners; I believe they are good
people. We must ask ourselves, however, if
the restrictions we are imposing upon in-
dustry in Australia are not having the effect
of preventing our own people from develop-
ing and earrying on industry in its varying
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forms. There is one other point I desire to
mention. I do not think that any member
of the Labour Party would dispute the
asgertion that I made a few minutes ago to
the effect that the operations of the Arbitra-
tion Act are bound up entirely with our
tariffs, duties and prohibitions. I do mot
think that statement can be disputed.

Hon. C. B. Williams: We are pgeiting
along mueh better now than we did form-
erly.

Hon, Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Are we
to thrvow ont of onr minds altogether the
agreement arrived at in the Atlantic a little
while ago between the President of the
United States of America and the Prime
Ainister of Great Britain, an agreement that
contemplates world-wide co-operation, world-
wide understanding and world-wide trade?
In view of that and of the faet that we rely
for our very existence on the assistance that
the United States will render to Great Bri-
tain and to us in Aunstralia, are we te throw
in the face of the President of the United
States the assertion that we are going to
continue the part of the isolationist, and
that we are to follow a policy of Australia
first, Australia second and Australia third,
irrespective of what the effect may be?

Hon. C. B. Williams: What are we fight-
ing the war for?

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH : Are we to
adopt that poliey, indifferent to the rest of
the world? I have no hesitation in saying
that it will not work. No such policy will
help us; it is not playing the game. We
shall have to consider by and by whether
Australin’s poliey has been sound or un-
sound. I say it has not been a sound poliey,
and I am not prepared to advocate any
extension of it now. I say that those who
have built up this policy are not entitled to
say that the war-time period is a suitable
oceasion for extending it. For that reason,
while T shall offer ne opposition to the
second reading of the Bill because I accept
the statement that it ineludes certain machin-
ery clauses that are of value, I shall take
the strongest possible opposition to its
geveral provisions that are of a highly con-
troversinl and party political charaeter,

" HON. ¢. B. WILLIAMS (South) [5.28]:
1 support the second reading of the Bil
and T certainly do not propose to drag into
the dehate references to America or the
fiseal policy of Australia, There is one
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thing about which I am satisiied and I want
to make it clear. It is that if the people of
Australia and those of other countries are
not to derive any benefit as the result of
the present war, it is a pity it ever started
and the sooner it stops the hetter. If a
referendum of the people of the Common-
wealth were to be taken now, members
wounld soon ascertain that the working-class
people are not going to march to the
slaughter every 25 years to maintain the
capitalistic system as it has operated in
the past. We know what we got out of the
last war. We know what the miners got
out of it, Today the mine worker is get-
ting not a bad cut out of the wealth that
he produces, and he will stick to what he
gets. The provision objected to by Sir Hal
Colebateh was not in the Avbitration Aet
vears ago, when the seven-weeks strike ae-
curred. That upheaval was precipitated be-
cause there was no provision in arbifration
law for review of an award which was re-
garded as definitely experimental. In one
week the Arbitration Court inereased the
hours to 48, and in the next reduced them
to 40. T pay the gentleman who made that
award the compliment of saying that he is
one of the best Arbitration Court judges in
Australia. I refer to Mr. President Dwyer.
However, there was a strike that lasted
seven weeks. If something experimental
had heen introduced into the mining award,
the conrt should have had power to review
it. Then the industrial trouble would have
been avoided.

As regards the inclusion of domesties
under the Industrial Arbitration Aet, I was
astonished at the references of one hon.
member to conditions obtaining 27 years
ago. As regards the protection of persons
working, my ideas are {he same now as
they were 27 years ago. I am not referring
to any conversation 1 had today when I say
that T was approached with a suggestion
that Western Australia’s mining industry
shonld be placed on the same basis as that
of Sonth Afriea; the white men were all
to have white-collar jobs in the indusiry
and blacks or Chinese were to do the work.
War or no war, the white people of Aus-
tralia have never listened to that balderdash
about importing coloured lahour. I need
only to refer to the effects of employing
coloured labour in our North-West, Only
one industry there is without an award of
the Arbitration Court.

[COUNCIL.]

Take the case of Queensland. What
Australian State went ahead faster than
Queensland did when it abolished coloured
labour and sent the Kanakas back to where
they came from? I myself have worked
amongst white foreigners for 30-odd years.
I recall that 40 years ago Irishmen were
against Britain, We have, however, got down
to eommonsense views, Notwithstanding that
Irishmen fought for home rule, those of
them that have come here have shared in
our prosperity. Moreover, thousands of
young Irish- Australinns are fighting for this
country today. Yet their fathers were
looked upon as foreigners, and even now
some foolish Irishmen look upon us as
foreigners.

War or no war, we must keep our people
saiisfied. In eastern Australia there is
nothing but strife and trouble. If indus-
trial arbitration is made easy of approach,
there is far less trouble. As regords Aus-
tralia's fiscal poliey, God would have to help
Western Anstralia if the freetraders had
had their way! Probably we would all have
been serfs like our farmers are now—kept
in serfdom by politieal representatives. The
State bank of this country has written off
millions of pounds for the serfs of this coun-
try, the farmers. For 25 years, more or less,
except for one weak Labour crowd that
got into office, the Country Party and the
Nationalists have contrelled the Common-
wealth Bank. They control it today, despite
the fact that there is a Labour Government
in office. Both those parties unite to down
the little Labour Group in this Chamber,

The wish of every sane and sensible man
in this community is to make the relations
between employers and employees solidly
good. Western Australia has had very little
indusirial unrest. The only trouble that has
ocecurred in the mining industry for some
20 years was the result of an alterafion in
the weekly working hours. Had the power
which has been referred to in connection
with this Bill been included in the arbitra-
tion law of that time, the industrial trounble
would not have arisen and the miners would
not have lost seven weeks' work., You, Mz,
President, are always checking me, but when
vou tolerate members reading six or seven
pazes of speeches prepared for them out-
side this Chamber

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member must not reflect on the Chair.
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Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: 1 would not do
that for all the world, Sir; and you know
it. Bunt I bave io listen to certain people
here. I am bound by the rules of the Lahour
Party, but those rules do not bind me when
I think something wrong is being done. I
ohject to outsiders sending speeches here
that I have to listen to. Hence my inter-
Jjections.

There is a war on, and who is fighting the
war? The working class—to the extent of
nine-tenths of the enlistments. Sir Hal
Colebateh referred to the aftermath of the
last war. Do we not know the wonderful
wages English workers got throngh that war
—the coal miners, for example? And three
or four years later there were millions of
preople who did not eare whether the Ship
of State floated or sank. In this country
of ours we have had men who got work only
when they went to Northam to learn to fight
for Australia.  Are not servant girls en-
titled to a decent erust if they can get it?
Surely they should be brought under the
Industrial Arbitration Act! The miners lost
a lot of money, and they could strike against
the provision to which exception is taken in
industrial arbitration awards. The lumpers
could do it tomorrow, and so eould the
engineers—strike in a  revolutionary way
that would lead to slaughter. I have sat
here all the evening while people elsewhere
were overcoming diffienlties that we could
not overecome. Those difficulties were fixed
up to the satisfaction of both parties.

If this Bill is described as a politiecal meas-
ure I am unable to agree with the
statement. The workers ave fighting for this
country, and their rights must be safe-
guarded. There will be a revolution after
this war just as there wags after the last one,
if justice is not done to the soldiers, if after
this war they are treaied as were the sol-
diers of the first world war. Ii has fo he
remembered that the people of Australia are
the descendants of 500,000 soldiers who
fought in the first world war.  Soldiers
cannot be bulldozed with polities. There
will be in this eountry a party stronger
than all the other parties, and that is the
soldiers’ pariy. I do hope the House will not
agree with Sir Hal Colebateh. I know about
Protection, for I have lived in Vietoria. 1
know the harm Protection has probably done
to the mining industry. If we give the
farmers evervthing free, thev can never make
a ecrust while all the world goes in for
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growing wheat. In our North-West there
is not frade union labour but black labour.

I know all about the forcigner. We in
the mining industry have foreigners as
unionists, and we treat them as unionists.
A foreigner may be an individualist when
among 10 or 12 of his own countrymen, but
the foreign miners are good unionists. As
regards what is happening here today in
the firewood industry, carts with loads of
firewood travelling along the Guildford-road
for 16 hours a day, foreigners are doing that
work. They ave out in the bush at 5 o’clock
in the morning. Sir Hal Colebateh referred
to the mining industry in this connection.
This work is done by foreigners becanse
Australians will not do the work in the bush
under the conditions prevailing. Intern-
ment of aliens has brought about the pre-
sent position. After all, the country is at
war and we eannot let the aliens loose.
When they are interned, somebhody appeals
to the trade union movement. The gold
mining indwsiry is not suffering so much
from a shortage of labour. The trouble is
that the work is not being done by men
who ean do it. A man will not work in
the bush for £4 n week when he ean get
£7 in the mining industry.

It is useless to go on talking about the
foreigners, A Bill dealing with potato
growing will come up for discussion. Fifty
per cent. of those growing the spuds are
foveigners. The Labour Party has nothing to
do with that. It was a Government of 40
years ago that imported the foreigners.
Still, we would rather see our foreigners at
work. In two or three gencrations they
breed young Australians. They inter-marry
with Australians. I hope the House will
not take the parvochial view. Aceording to
Mr. Baxter, this Government is not putting
up anything of value. Other leaders of the
Opposition in this Chamber have not got
sour, and Mr. Baxter should not get sour.
If they lose today, they should be prepared
to come again tomorrow. I hope the House
will not defeat the Bill. We know what that
will mean. I support {he second reading.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[5.45]; We have just listened to an impas-
sioned speech on arbitration by Mr. Wil-
liams.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You will get the
price of wi:zt un next week.
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Hon. A. THOMSON : I think all members
are in favour of the arbitration system. It
would have heen a good thing for the
nations of the world if they had been able
to adjust their differences by means of
arhitration,

Hon. C. B. Williams: Why deny that
privilege to one section of the community?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Ever since I have
been in Parliament I have supported arhi-
tration. It is, however, a disadvantage in
that to a preat extent it rather suggests one-
way traffic. As indicated by Mr. Williams,
we find that militant unions decide these
questions for themselves. When employers
go to the Arbitration Court and a decision
is given by that tribunal, they are bound by*
the award no matter how disagreecable it
may be. The employers can be fined and a
heavy penalty imposed upon them if they
elose their doors. Because of g breach of
the Industrial Arbitration Act they can be
fined heavily. They must not lock out the
workers. I know the same principle applies
to members of unions, but, when it is a ques-
tion of handling 5,000 or 6,000 men on the
goldfields, a very hig concentration ecamp
would be required to hold them.

In this Bill the Government is providing
that the books of the different unions shall
be audited at least once a year. It would
have better shown its bona fides if it had
inserted a proviso to the cffect that a per-
cenfage of the fees colleeted by the unions
each year should be lodged with the Arbitra-
tion Court as proof of the good faith of the
uniens concerned. Were that done I think
a great many of the stoppages that oceur
would not take place. The union conecrned
would know that the court when imposing
a fine would be able to draw upon the funds
of the union that had heen deposited with
the court. I have held that opinien for
many years. I am not averse to the Industrial
Arbitration Aet. The statement Sivr Hal
Colebatch has made this afternoon that the
Arbitration Court and the high protective
tarift of Australin go hand in hand, is per-
fectly correct. When the tariff was imposed
we were told that this was the new protec-
tion, and was brought down so that when
the mannfacturers obtained an increase in
the price of their goods the workers also
wonld benefit. I do not take exception to
that; it is the seitled policy of Australia.

[COUNCIL.]

There is not much sense in Western Austra-
lia kicking against that policy, for it is one
we have to accept.

When dealing with the definition of
“worker,” Mr. Williams was kind enough to
indieate that, in his opinion, members of the
Country Party and the Nationalists had
always comhined to defeat the objects of
one section of the community. I point out
that on innnmerable oecasions in this House
and outside, the Labour Party has combined
with the Nationnlists to defeat the object we
have heen trying to achieve on behalf of
those whom we represent in Parlianment. I
stand by that statement. Recourse to “Han-
sard” will prove that that has heen so, time
and again. When the hon. member attacks
one section of politieal thought he should
remember that just as those he represents
are being fought for by their supporters in
Parliament, we have endeavoured to im-
prove the position of those whom we repre-
sent in Parliament.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The whole thing is
paltry. What about the business of the fort-
nightly pay?

Hon. A THOMSON: Sometimes mistakes
are made. If T made a mistake I did so on
the evidence that was submitted to us. I am
quite willing that every man should receive
his pay weekly.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Then why did you
vote as you did¢

Hon. A, THOMSON: It is the intention
of the Government hy this Bill to amend the
definition of “worker.” Judging by the
statement of the Honorary Minister it pro-
poses to bring nnder the Act not only dom-
estic servants but farm workers. T issue
this challenge to the Government. I am
prepared to support the Bill for the inclu-
sion of farm workers provided the Govern-
ment will see that the farmers are enabled
to live under the same happy conditions that
are expected on behalf of those who work
for them. The Arbitration Court would, if
the Bill became law, stipulate that men who
were working for the farmers must do so
under certain conditions and at cer-
tain rates of wages. If by law we are
going to impose upon farmers the hur-
den of paying the basic wage to their em-
ployees, I want similar provision made for
the farmers themselves. The industries asso-
ciated with farming have to face world com-
petition, just as have our secondary indus-
tries,
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I wonder, when the war is over, how we
shall be able to meet the competition from
outside. I hope it will be possible for us to
do so. Mr. Williams said that Australians
will not do certain classes of work. Sir
Hal Colebateh was correct in what he said
about the tobaeco indusiry. Fears are enter-
tained in other directions, too, that industries
are likely to he ecaptured by Italians and
other foreigners. I think the explanation
is afforded by the faet that our people say
they are satisfied to work only under Arbi-
tration Court conditions. If we want to
develop this country, I am afraid we shall
not be able to stiek strietly to the law so far
as the number of hours worked per week is
concerned.

I have always maintained that our arhi-
tration laws, if earried into cffeet in the
strictest possible sense, are ideal. Whilst,
however, we can make an employer pay
wages aceording to the award that governs
his industry, we cannot impose penalties on
a large body of men. I am inclined to sup-
port the proposal to include domestic ser-
vants in legislation of this kind. I often
wonder why domestie service is not looked
upon with favour by young women. A good
deal of that dislike is probably caused by
what may be termed the social inequality
of the position. A girl who is working in
a shop is thought to occupy 2 higher social
position than does one who works as o
domestic. That is all wrong, and is the fanlt
of the people concerned.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you think arbi-
tration will alter that?

Hon. A, THOMSON: T do not know,
hut the Government thinks it will. We
know how difficult it has been to get domestic
servants, and that that position has en-
dured for a long time.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: This will make things
worse,

Hon, A. THOMSON: Is it the view of
Parliament that the girl who has become a
domestie shounld not live under the same
conditions or obtain the same kind of em-
ployment as is the ease with the girl who
zoes into a shop or a faetary? If all are
to be given an equal opportunity something
must be done to improve the position so that
girls who choose to follow the occupation of
domestic service may not look upon that oe-
cupation as something which is lower in the
social seale. Some years ago a man who had
several daughters said to me, “I am going to
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the e¢ity beeause I cannot get employment
for my girls in the country’ I said,
“Plenty of employment is available here.
Mrs. so-and-so wants domestie help, and
another woman also requires it.” He said,
“T will not make servants of my ghrls.”
There we have the truth of the matter, If
we could raise the standard of domestie
service I would be prepared to give this
proposal a trial. Reverting to the question of
foreigners, I find that most of our eity
refreshment rooms are gradually gekting
inte the hands of such people. The fruit
shops are already in their hands, I wonder
how long that sort of thing will continue?

Hon. €. B. Williams: Seo
Britishers patronise them!

Hon. A, THOMSON: It is not possible
to obtain fruit anywhere else.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There are a few
Englishmen in Barrack street. The name of
ong of them is “Brown.”

Hon. A. THOMSON: T shall not labour
the question, When the Minister is reply-
ing to the debate, T hope he will set out
the policy of the Govermment so far
as farm workers are concerned, and
indicate how it 1is proposed to raise
the  standard of domestics. If he ean
satisfactorily reply to those questions,
the chances ave I shall vote for the inelusion
of those amendments in the parent Aet.
I am to a great extent in accord with the
sentiments expressed by Sir Hal Colebateh.
1 do not think the present time is oppor-
tune to bring forward amendments to the
Arbitration Act. As far as possible we
should not introduce anything contentious.
However, the Government has introduced
this amendment. Mr. Williams twitted me
on one occasion with having voted against
him. T ecan twit him with having voted
against the farming community.

Hon. C. B. Williams: No, not once!

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. C. B. Williams: I ask Mr. Thomson
to quote one instance. He cannot pet away
with that.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I suppose the hon.
member canr make mistakes,

Hon. C. B. Willlams: T never once voted
against the farming community.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Mr. Thom-
son must acecept the statement of Mr. Wil-
liams, 1 must ask My, Thomson {0 proeceed
with his remarks on the Bill.

long as
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Hon. A. THOMSON: I accept Mr. Wil-
liams's statement. I will support the second
reading of this measure. There are certain
clauses ahout which I am not as happy as I
might be. 1 accept the challenge offered hy
Mr. Williams and the Government.

On motion by Hon. L. B. Bolton, debate
adjourned.

BILL—POTATO GROWERS
LICENSING.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON, H. L. ROCHE (South-East) [6.3]:
I support the Bill as introdueed by the
Minister. Tt provides a framework for those
engaged in the indusiry to set abhout the
organisation of that industry. The pro-
ducers of the commodity eoncerned will he
in a better position not only to protect
themselves hut to proteet the consumer. The
aims and objects of the Bill are purely to
further the prospeet of, or opportunity
for, organisation. It does nothing to estab-
lish marketing hoards or to eontrol prices.
It will not, as some critics have suggested,
increase the price to the consumer. There
13 no reason why the price of potatoes te
the consumer should be 2d, a Ib. Organisa-
tion on the part of the produeers might do
much to eliminate unnecessary charges which
now occur between production and the final
distribution through the retailer. If a price
of £8 10s. per ton is gunaranteed to the
producer or he is able to obtain such a
price, it is equivalent to about seven-eighths
of & penny per lb. The excessive cost which
the consumer is at times compelled to pay
is, apart from adverse seasonal conditions,
largely the tesult of infermediaries who take
their toll from the products after the pro-
ducer has received the minimum amount ex-
tended to him.

Although this Bill has nothing in it to
make provision along those lines, I would
suggest to members who oppose the mea-
sure, that we have to face the certainty
after this war, and possibly before the end
of it, of greater control and regimentation
of our industries, and possibly greater con-
trol of our daily lives will have to be exer-
cised.  Industry will have to avail itself
of greater, for want of a better term,
“paternalism” by the Government, which will

[COUNCIL.]

enable its members to organise and econtrol
their produection to guarantee a reasonable
return. I am not opposed to trade union-
ism, or to unionism of any kind

Hon. C. B. Williams: Youn will have to
help your crowd along a lot.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: —hy any section of
workers or producers. Some of the staunch-
est supporters of unionism and its prin-
eiples, as applied to some sections of the
community, ean very well assist any efforts
made to organise the producers of sueh a
commodity as potatoes. To date, those pro-
ducers have been disorganised and exploited
without any resnltant benefit to the con-
sumer. It seems obvious, if production is to
continue, that there must he a reasonable re-
turn to the producer. He must be protected,
and must be given such eonditions as will
afford him a guarantee of an Anstralian
standard of living.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I do not think there
will be much opposition to the Bill

Hon. H. 1. ROCHE: There has heen
some. I will not dwell on this subjeet. Tt
is only ecommon justice that these peopla
should he given the opportunity to organ-
ise; and I feel sure that before many years
have passed, this House will be called upon
to go even further than this, not only for
these producers but for many others.

On motion by Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE CHIEF SEORETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [6.10]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn tiil
Tursday, the 11th November.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.11 pm.



